THE TRADITIONALIST  REVIVAL
Brunetiere's traditionalism is, however, an unfinished article.
It was not enough to pronounce the failure of the present order
of society and to talk of a return to an idealized past; it was
necessary to envisage the positive principles and concrete foun-
dations of a new order, and more especially to define one's own
attitude to the twin instruments of reconstruction. Crown and
Church. Brunetiere never indicated what degree of destruc-
tion would be needed in the sphere of political institutions or
what measure of control he would entrust to irresponsible
authority. In spite of his denunciation of individualism and his
tribute to Catholicism, there remained in him a certain element
of Liberalism which prevented him from identifying himself
with aggressive nationalism. He never joined the Church, and
had considerable sympathy for Catholic modernism, nor did he
ever adopt the violent anti-Semitism or anti-Protestantism of
some of his friends. His attitude was one of suspended judgment
rather "than condemnation. Politically, he admitted that there
were in the doctrines of 1789 elements both generous and
sound, and refused to join in the wholesale condemnation of the
Revolution or in the glorification of war and hatred. Brunetiere,
nevertheless, remains responsible for having put people on
the way to excesses he would have deplored. It was he who
led the reaction  against  nineteenth-century   " rationalism,"
" proclaiming by rational demonstration that demonstration is
helpless and reason weak . . . trying to justify authority by free
thought, using the methods of rationalism and free criticism
for the building up of the opposite doctrine, and constraining
reason, by the very force of reasoning, to limit itself and
abdicate"1—a contradiction still more marked in some of his
successors. The whole tendency to deny individuals either the
right or the power of conscious control over their lives and
surroundings, thus endeavouring to stereotype existing con-
ditions and denying the validity of moral judgments on these
conditions, is directly derived from his proclamation of the
failure of science and of the rational method. Nor is this all:
his championship of the Catholic Church as the source and
guarantor of order, before he had come, if he ever came, to an
1 Parodi, op. tit., p. 35.
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